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GENTLEMEN, 


F all the events which have happened fince 

my memory, and y ſince the founda- 
tion of this conſtitution, this of Mr. Wilkes's of- 
fering himſelf a candidate to repreſent you in Par- 
liament, appears the moſt aſtoniſhing and attro- 
cious.— | 


An Outlaw preſumes to aſpire to the obtaining 
the moſt important of all truſts, the being delega- 
ted to preſerve and to defend the laws, liberties, 
and privileges of that ſtate, of which he is no 
longer a member, and from which he himſelf can 

derive neither benefit nor protection. 


This ing he would not have attempted, 


from ſome among you : let me therefore diſpaſ- 
fionately lay before you the real ſtate of this affair; 
we ſhall then ſee whether he deſerves this fi 
inſtance of their attachment to his cauſe, and 


In delineating the portraiture of this tranſaction. 
I will derive no advantage from the circumſtances 
of his ion; that it was a libel againſt the 
King himſelf, nor that this aft was —* _—_ by 
© e heinous offence of publicly blaſpheming his 


deprived of the benefit of the laws, and reſcinded 


from the king's protection. 
Hence it manifeſtly appears, that by not await- 
ing the arbitration and judgment of his Peers in a 


trial, he conteſſed himſelf guilty of the crime 


with which he was charged; and, ſelf convicted, 
fled that ſentence, which he was conſcious he de- 
ſerved, and which he toreſaw muſt be pronounced 
againſt him ; and thus he himſelf became the real 
caute of his being a baniſhed man. What appro- 
bation and encouragement then does that man de- 
ſerve, . ſupport the laws of his 
country, is the firſt to fiy from the examination and 
to avoĩd the decifion of them? Can you believe that 
the care of the conſtitution, or the protection of 
your rights and privileges, have at any time form- 
ed the leaſt motive to his conduQ ? If you do, it 
is not more abſurd to believe, that water will burn, 
ud {72 ectinguiĩ h conflagrations ; and it would be 


far they are juſtifiable in ſupporting a man in ſuch 
— * 


v lege of a ſutject, h s the hardineis to 


| ſach op n defiance, I could a'cribe it to the aver. 
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no leſs ridiculous to apply them in theſe ways, than 
to ſelect ſuch a man the guardian of rights 
and privileges. No mance bo oiled to fliemy, 
who flies from the inqueſt of thoſe laws by which 
it 15 protected. : | 


Had he remained in England, and, with be- 
coming fortitude, awaited a tolema trial of his ac- 
tion> b. fore his Peers; had he ſurrendered himſelf, 
after ſentene: of being found guilty, into tie hands 
of the c. vil Magiſtrate; and proved, that, thoug" 


| he had erred in his judgment, his heart was not 


m.ſtaken ; and that he was willing to wear away 
the imputation of offence by the atonement of his 
puniſhments ; he h.d behaved like a true, though 
a miſtaken ſubj-& : had there appeared any finitter 
means to obtain a verdict againſt bim; hid power 
U the ellis of the laws, be 

might then have been the juſt object of your com- 
» f:vour and ſupport ; but neither of all theſe 

is to be alledged in his defence; he fl:d from law, 

ſelf-convifted and teif-ban:ſhed. The only puniſn- 


againlt } imſelf ; 
and to that alone he is indebted for his being de- 
prived ef the bencſit of the law, and pro ection of 


the realm. Now then, i this man ih aroper ob 


ject of an Engliſhman's 


ob- 
ſupport, who — 


fon aganiſt whom he can comp'ain but hümſelf 


I know not which 


ht 


| either his offer ir g himielf a candid.te to 


you in P rliament, or that coun'enance and encou- 
rayement whi.h he has received from ſome among 
y. u!—An ou law, diveſted ot every right and pri- 
pre:ume to 
the ob aining hat honour and confidence, which 
are the moſt of all rights and privi of 

an Engliſhnan. An infatuated mu'ticude daring 

to ſupport him in ſuch an undertaking bids de- 

fi. inc e to the laws and the conſtitucion, according to 
which he cannot be elected. 


Was it a Minifter, or the who e Privy Council, 
againſt whom both he and his friends derounce 


fion which they may entertain againſt ſuch men: 
was it againſt the King himſelf, io whom this in- 
\ 1: ws offered, it might be imputed to the preſent 
[age of Republic n principles, which io itron,'y 
influecces he hearts, nd blinds the underſtand ir g 
of too many; but wen the affront is offered to t. e 
laws, to whole f ered ob lig uions, in the formati-.n 
o* which the who'e kingdom h s united; by whi h 
1 fe, | berry, x rope ty, r ght, and priv lege are pr.- 
ſerved; thouyhi: — be, le.a ly = & in * 
it is ce: ta nly, vir:vaily, a rebe lion; and that ot 
the moſt crimin I and a:roci us kind: and moſt af- 
ſured y, when thoſe who have eng:ged in this un- 
dertaking hae icflefted on the true nature of the 
\.bje&, they v ill repent of their atrocious miſdeeds ; 
the, will ſhew that they reſpect the laws, by deſert- 
ins ihe ſuppo t of 2 fugitive outlaw, and return to 
th:t duty which they owe the legiſlature and the 
con tit. uon. | 


LEGIS AMATOR. 


